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BUDAPEST PRIDE 30: INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL GUESTS 

Context 

The 30th Budapest Pride March is a significant milestone in the fight for equality, marking 
three decades of resilience and progress. As the first Pride march in Central and Eastern 
Europe, it continues to be a powerful statement for democracy, human rights, and LGBTQ 
visibility. This is not just a Hungarian matter—it is a European cause, reflecting the shared 
struggle for freedom and dignity across the continent. 

Why It Matters 

On February 22, Viktor Orbán declared that his government intends to ban the public march 
of Budapest Pride. On March 18th, the Hungarian parliament passed said restriction on 
freedom of assembly. Please see more details in the attached legal document.​
This is not just an attack on the fundamental rights of LGBTQ people—it is an assault on 
freedom of assembly and democracy itself. As we mark the 30th edition of Budapest Pride in 
2025, we have made it clear: we will march, no matter what.  

International Participation 

Many international leaders, decision-makers, politicians, activists, journalists and supporters 
from across Europe have already confirmed their attendance, demonstrating strong solidarity 
with the LGBTQ community in Hungary. Your presence strengthens this message: equality 
and freedom are non-negotiable European values. 

We look forward to standing together in solidarity and celebration! 

Key Events 

Budapest Pride Community Festival (June 6 - June 29, 2025)​
Hungary's largest civil festival, featuring over 70 community-driven events across Budapest 
and other big cities. A space for connection, empowerment, and activism. More info: 
https://budapestpride.hu/en/community-festival/ 

International Human Rights Conference (June 25 - June 27, 2025)​
Organized at Central European University, this conference gathers human rights defenders, 
policymakers, media, and institutions to discuss LGBTQ rights, EU enlargement, and 
democracy. The event concludes with a reception at Budapest City Hall, hosted by Mayor 
Gergely Karácsony. 
 
 

https://budapestpride.hu/en/community-festival/
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Rainbow Party (June 28, 2025)​
End Pride weekend with Hungary’s biggest LGBTQ party at Budapest Park! Four dance 
floors, diverse performances, and a night of freedom, love, and celebration. The Rainbow 
Party is the official fundraising party of Budapest Pride, all net revenues go to the 
organizational costs of the Budapest Pride March. 

More details to follow soon. 

Budapest Pride March (June 28, 2025)​
Join tens of thousands from across Europe in this powerful demonstration of solidarity and 
resistance. Let’s make this one the largest Pride in Hungarian history! While police 
interventions are possible, participants face, at most, minor fines.​
Attendees cannot be legally detained. (More details here. - Automatically translated). 

Our official event: https://www.facebook.com/events/726484322836829 

Legal and Security Considerations about the Pride March 
The Hungarian government’s restriction on freedom of assembly allows the police to ban the 
march. While organizers of a banned protest can be criminally charged with a threat of 
imprisonment up to one year, participating in a banned protest is a petty offence 
(misdemeanour), same as littering or parking violations. A petty offence will not appear in 
participants’ certificate of good conduct. The police will have the opportunity to issue a 
financial penalty based on this petty offence, ranging from 16 EUR to 500 EUR. If issued 
under the new amendments, this penalty cannot be commuted to imprisonment or 
community service, and the Hungarian tax authority will be tasked with collecting the fines. 
With international attendees, the Hungarian tax authority would most likely need the full 
cooperation of other country’s tax authorities to be able to collect the fines from them. 
 
The police will have the power to ID participants or order them to leave the protest site, not 
complying with this order is a petty offence.  
 
The new assembly law also allows the police to use facial recognition techniques (FRT) to 
identify participants for issuing financial penalties. FRT is partially human-operated, therefore 
the larger the crowd, the more participants will be shielded from being identified.  
 
Hungarian assembly law requires protesters not to cover their faces (this includes face 
masks), but the internet is full of resources on how activists use makeup or face paint to trick 
facial recognition systems. 
 
The number and activity of counter-protesters has dramatically decreased over the past 10 
years, and the police is still legally required to protect a peaceful crowd, even if it is 

https://ataszjelenti-444-hu.translate.goog/2025/03/19/mit-kockaztatsz-ha-kimesz-a-pride-ra?_x_tr_sl=hu&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=hu&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.facebook.com/events/726484322836829
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participating in a banned demonstration. The heightened international pressure and media 
attention will put a special spotlight on the police to follow the law. 

Media attention 
All major international news outlets signalled their plans to participate in the Budapest Pride 
March to be able to report on the developments. This is an incredible advocacy opportunity 
for the Hungarian LGBTQ movement, and we encourage all international supporters to make 
themselves visible in the march (with banners, t-shirts, signs, flags), so we can show it to the 
world: the 2025 Budapest Pride March is not just about Hungarians, it is about the future of 
the European Union. We are proud of our determined and resilient movement, and we are 
proud of the widespread international alliances we have built over the years. 
 
 
Please indicate your intent to attend, so we can coordinate effectively. 
RSVP: international@budapestpride.hu 
 
 
Best regards, 
The Budapest Pride Team 

mailto:international@budapestpride.hu
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